Necrotic enteritis in cage-reared commercial layer pullets.
Necropsy of five 12-week-old pullets from a flock of 99,300 suffering from an increased mortality rate revealed enlarged, gas-filled intestines, the mucosal surfaces of which had the "dirty turkish towel" appearance typical of necrotic enteritis. Although the pullets had been raised entirely in cages, intestinal scrapings revealed the presence of Eimeria maxima. Histopathological findings were compatible with necrotic enteritis. Clostridium perfringens was isolated by anaerobic culture from the intestines. Mortality returned to normal after bacitracin and amprolium were added to the feed.